Increased incidence of rejection in patients with delayed graft function.
Because of the difficulties in diagnosing rejection in patients with delayed graft function, such patients were routinely biopsied 7-10 days after kidney transplantation. We found histologic evidence of rejection in 48% of the cases during the lst month posttransplant, a proportion that was significantly higher than in patients with immediate graft function. Furthermore, the 2-year graft survival in patients with delayed graft function and rejection, but not in those without rejection, was significantly lower than in patients with immediate function. The results suggest that there is an association between delayed graft function and rejection and that rejection is the component responsible for the decreased graft survival previously reported for patients with delayed graft function.